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Congratulations to Stephen Reid!
Senior Researcher Stephen Reid, who has been with the NCPR since 2007,
has completed his Doctorate of Ministry on the topic of Chaplaincy in
Sport through Alphacrucis University College. NCPR staﬀ are delighted
that his work has been honoured and look forward to using his new tle
of Doctor when his degree is conferred in November this year.
Stephen’s research examined the roles and func ons of sport chaplains,
and how chaplaincy was perceived by chaplains and church members. His
research used a mixed method approach, employing case studies,
interviews, and surveys, which provided rich qualita ve and quan ta ve
data for examina on.
More informa on on his thesis and the results of his research study are
available on Page 4.
Le : Stephen Reid

Dear Readers,
Welcome to our September 2022 issue! We have several staﬀ to
congratulate this month—Stephen Reid on the comple on of his doctorate
and Marilyn Chee on the arrival of her baby.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

In this issue we con nue unpacking data from the 2021 Census as more
sta s cs become available to us from the ABS. We explore the age profile of
the Catholic popula on and highlight the growth in Eastern Rite Catholic
communi es.
Meanwhile, we are con nuing our work on the 2021 Na onal Social Profile
and hope to have it ready by the end of this year. We will soon begin the
process of parish and diocesan boundary checking to help us map and
calculate 2021 Catholic popula ons accurately.
Last month, we par cipated in a Zoom webinar along with the Chris an
Research Associa on (CRA) to help explore the 2021 Census figures for
religious iden fica on. This webinar was recorded and can be viewed
online.
Our oﬃce has been busy with a number of projects this year, one of which is
the Bishops Synod on Synodality. We invite your par cipa on in the next
phase—the Con nental Stage—of this global consulta on. More details can
be found inside. Our current work also includes a number of surveys on a
range of topics. If you need help with conduc ng such short surveys in your
parish or organisa on, feel free to contact us at any me.
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Census 2021 Update
The Australian Bureau of Sta s cs has released further data from the 2021 Census and
the NCPR con nues to analyse and interpret the findings about the Catholic community
in Australia. At present the data about religion is somewhat limited to just a few
variables, but we expect to gain access to further variables over the next few weeks,
which will allow us to commence work on the Na onal, Diocesan and Parish Social
Profiles.

2021 Census shows Australian Catholics are ageing
According to the 2021 Census, the age profile of Australian Catholics con nues to get older, with around one in
five (19.9%) Catholics aged 65 and over. At the other end of the age spectrum, the propor on of Catholic children
(aged under 15) represents 17.9 per cent of the total Catholic popula on. In comparison, 20 years ago, in 2001,
22.2 per cent of Catholics were aged under 15, while 12 per cent were aged 65 and over.
Overall, in 2001, around half of all Catholics were aged under 35 and half were aged 35 and over. In 2021, around
40 per cent of Catholics were aged under 35 and just over 60 per cent were aged 35 and over.

Of course in many places around Australia the age profile will be very diﬀerent to the Australian age profile shown
above. For example, with larger popula ons the profile of a community in an urban area of a capital or regional
city will o en have a much more balanced age profile than a smaller popula on in a remote or rural area. This is
par cularly evident in many communi es which have high propor ons of Indigenous Catholics, who generally
have a younger age profile than communi es with few Indigenous Catholics.
With detailed 2021 Census data s ll unavailable for some smaller geographical areas, such as suburbs and towns,
age profiles for the Catholic community are currently available for all Local Government Areas. The detailed data
shows that a number of remote areas in Queensland and Western Australia had much younger than average
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Catholic age profiles, while some areas of Western Australia and Tasmania had much older age profiles.
The five Local Government Areas with the highest propor on of Catholic children (aged under 15) were:
1.

Westonia (Western Australia) ‐ 40.4%

2.

Cherbourg (Queensland) ‐ 36.7%

3.

Palm Island (Queensland) ‐ 34.2%

4.

Torres Strait Island (Queensland) ‐ 30.0%

5.

Chapman Valley (Western Australia) ‐ 28.9%

The five Local Government Areas with the highest propor on of older Catholics aged 65 and over were:
1.

Quairading (Western Australia) ‐ 48.7%

2.

Cue (Western Australia) ‐ 47.5%

3.

Beverley (Western Australia) ‐ 43.8%

4.

Flinders (Tasmania) ‐ 40.5%

5.

Break O’Day (Tasmania) ‐ 40.5%

Growth in Eastern Rite Catholic communi es
In the June edi on of Pastoral Research Online we reported a slight decrease in the propor on of Australians
iden fying as Catholic, from 22.6 per cent in 2016 to 20 per cent in 2021. However, while the number of people
iden fying as La n Rite Catholic (or Western Catholic, as categorised by the ABS) decreased, the number of people
iden fying with one of the five Eastern Rite Catholic groups increased during the same period.
The largest of the Eastern Rite groups are the Maronites Catholics, who increased from 36,430 in 2016 to 47,010 in
2021 (an increase of 29 per cent). The next largest group, Chaldean Catholics, increased by 41 per cent in the
five‐year period, from 10,030 to 14,100. With a significant increase in immigra on from India, the number of
Syro‐Malabar Catholics grew from 8,350 to 10,300 (23.4%), while the number of Melkite Catholics increased from
2,580 to 3,090 (19.6%). The number of Ukrainian Catholics decreased ever‐slightly between 2016 and 2021, from
2,910 to 2,880 (or 0.9 per cent).

Census Seminar: What the 2021 Census Figures Really Mean
On 27 July 2022, the NCPR and the Chris an Research Associa on (CRA) jointly
hosted a seminar exploring the meaning of the 2021 Census figures for religious
iden fica on. The speakers were Dr Stephen Reid and Dr Trudy Dan s from the
NCPR and Rev Prof Philip Hughes from the CRA. The seminar provided a back‐
ground to the Census as well as the historical context of religion in Australia and
an overview of results from the 2021 Census. It also explored the growth and decline in diﬀerent religious groups,
and how the Catholic Church in Australia uses Census data to assist bishops, dioceses and parishes to understand
and their own local Catholic community.
The recording of the seminar is available to view via YouTube using this link: h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=smkUXjqANUQ
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Chaplaincy in Sport: Summary of a Doctoral Thesis
Sport plays a significant role in Australian society and its historical and con nuing
influence cannot be understated. Though large in geographical size yet rela vely
small in popula on, Australia has ‘punched above its weight’ on the interna onal
spor ng stage. While Australians have a passionate obsession with sport, there
con nues to be a significant decline in religious ac vi es and beliefs, as well as
nega vely changing a tudes towards Chris anity.
However, in contrast to the evident decline in Chris an iden fica on and church
a endance amongst Australians, the demand for Chris an chaplaincy in various
se ngs has seen a steady increase. One such area which has seen significant
growth in demand, is sports chaplaincy. In Australia, sports chaplaincy is now
represented in a wide array of sports and leisure ac vi es, and at all levels, from
grass‐roots local spor ng clubs to semi‐professional teams, state and na onal
ins tutes and fully professional na onal spor ng clubs.
Using a mixed methods research approach involving case studies, interviews and Stained Glass Window at St Igna us
surveys, the thesis explored what clubs sought in the roles and func ons of Catholic Church Richmond, Victoria.
Chris an sports chaplains in contemporary Australian society, and how chaplaincy
was perceived by the chaplains themselves and by church members. The study gathered qualita ve and
quan ta ve informa on about how eﬀec ve chaplains were in their various roles.
The research findings iden fied a number of major dimensions to a sports chaplain’s role:
The chaplains saw themselves as involved in the mission of God and the ministry of the churches, and largely
understood their role as providing a Chris an presence and care within the spor ng club, foremost through the
building of rela onships. For those in the spor ng clubs, the role of the chaplain was to develop rela onships and to
provide support to those in the club who needed it.
The chaplain’s contribu on to building team morale and strengthening a posi ve club culture manifested itself in
the ways people in the club treated each other and the values they expressed. For most chaplains, being present
and available at training, games, events and other club func ons was considered the most prac cal of ways to build
morale and culture, although many chaplains also provided prac cal assistance around the club or led specific team
morale building programs and ac vi es.
The provision of pastoral care was seen by chaplains, and most of the clubs, as the chaplain’s main role. Many of
the other func ons they fulfilled extended from that role. Building rela onships allowed chaplains to primarily
develop rapport, ensuring that any pastoral care that was needed could be oﬀered by someone who was trusted
and sincere. Providing spiritual care was seen as an extension of the pastoral care chaplains provided, although with
clear dis nc ons related to the func ons they fulfilled in that aspect of their role. Such spiritual chaplaincy ac vi es
included leading prayer, chapel services or Bible studies, usually for those in the clubs who requested it. Other
spiritual care ac vi es included organising or undertaking religious or spiritual ceremonies, such as weddings,
bap sms or funerals.
Through their various roles, sports chaplains are seen to be highly eﬀec ve, and are providing a genuine connec on
between the secular world of sport and spirituality in contemporary Australia.

If you would like more information about how the NCPR can support your organisation,
parish or diocese, please contact us at ncpr@catholic.org.au
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Bishops Synod on Synodality
Na onal Synthesis Report
On 15 August 2022, the NCPR finalised the Na onal Synthesis Report for the first
phase of the Bishops Synod on Synodality and sent it to the Synod General
Secretariat in Rome. The Na onal Synthesis Report for Australia is available on the
Synod website at h ps://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch. A complete list of
diocesan reports are also available on the site.

The Con nental Stage
The Synod process now enters the Con nental Stage. All Bishops Conferences
around the world have submi ed their Synthesis Reports to Rome. The Synod
General Secretariat is currently preparing the Document for the Con nental Stage,
which will be dra ed at a mee ng from 21 September un l 2 October.
Once finalised, this Document will be shared with the Bishops’ Conferences and dioceses around the world, who
will coordinate further reflec on on its contents. This is not a ma er of beginning consulta on all over again, but
of con nuing the dialogue that has already begun.

Australia’s contribu on to reflec on on the Document
In Australia, NCPR’s director, Dr Trudy Dan s, has been appointed to serve as the ACBC representa ve on the
Synod Oceania Taskforce chaired by Adj Prof Susan Pascoe AM. Australia is part of Oceania, which also includes
New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Fiji, and other Pacific island na ons. The na onal Synod working group will
create processes and resources for the Con nental stage to assist groups to reflect on the Document and provide
feedback when it is released.
Dioceses, parishes and other Catholic organisa ons are invited to help organise online reflec on groups to gather
feedback on the document. The groups would comprise of people who:


Are a mix of lay, religious and clergy



Are aware of Church ma ers at a na onal and diocesan level



Have the ability to read and reflect on the Document and provide feedback

All interested group coordinators are invited to contact the NCPR (ncpr@catholic.org.au) and register their
interest in being part of this process. A special webinar will be hosted for group coordinators in late October.
The NCPR will establish an online portal to collect feedback na onally. At this stage, we an cipate collec ng
feedback in November and in early December. More informa on will be provided to dioceses and group
coordinators in the coming weeks, and especially once the Document is published.

Synod Resource
The NCPR has also recently received a document Towards a Spirituality of
Synodality which has been released by the Synod General Secretariat. This
resource oﬀers an overview of the main features of a synodal spirituality that
can inform and assist the synodal process. This can be accessed on their
website at:
h ps://www.synod.va/en/highlights/towards‐a‐spirituality‐for‐
synodality.html
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Plenary Council ‐ Second Assembly
The second, and final, assembly of the Fi h Plenary Council
of Australia took place on 3‐9 July 2022. As Adjunct
Secretary of the Plenary Council, Dr Trudy Dan s was a
member of the Steering Commi ee and helped coordinate
the work of the Secretariat, which was responsible for
suppor ng the development and organisa on of the
documenta on of the Council, recording the delibera ons
at the event, preparing minutes, receiving wri en
resolu ons and submissions, and assembling the Acts.
The Secretariat team at the final dinner of the Plenary Council.
PC: Louise Zavone

Timeline—what happens next

The final decrees of the Plenary Council assembly are
available at h ps://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/. These decrees have been sent to the Holy See for review. Once
they have been sa sfactorily reviewed, they will be promulgated in the Australasian Catholic Record and on the
website of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference. The decrees will oblige six months a er they have been
promulgated.
The implementa on of the Plenary Council decrees will be reviewed over the next five
years. Interim review reports are to be published in 2023 and 2025. The final review
report is to be published in 2027, five years a er the final Plenary Council assembly. The
Bishops Commission for the Plenary Council is responsible for establishing terms of
review, and a roundtable body will be responsible for coordina ng the reviews.

New Research Projects
Pastoral Care of Bishops
The health and well‐being of Australian Catholic bishops was one of the topics discussed earlier in the year at the
Bishops’ May plenary mee ng. The NCPR and the Bishops Commission for Evangelisa on, Laity and Ministry created
a confiden al survey designed to gather feedback in areas of well‐being, mental health and spiritual health, with
the opportunity for bishops to raise concerns and suggest suppor ve strategies. The NCPR will collate the data and
present the findings to the Bishops’ plenary mee ng in November.

Australian Catholic Media survey
The Australian Catholic Media Council, an advisory body to the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, has engaged
the NCPR to develop a short survey to assess how Catholic organisa ons and publica ons adapted to the various
restric ons from March 2020 related to the COVID‐19 pandemic. It is hoped that the results will help Catholic
communicators to understand how new ini a ves used during the pandemic might influence decisions in the
future.

Staﬀ COVID‐19 survey
The ACBC COVID‐19 Commi ee has engaged the NCPR in conduc ng a survey to assess the impact of the
introduc on of flexible working arrangements on ACBC staﬀ. The survey has been shared with staﬀ and the NCPR is
currently collec ng the data. The aggregated results will be shared with the COVID‐19 Commi ee.
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Overseas News
Global Trends of Voca ons
An ar cle in the 29 March issue of The Pillar examined
the global trends in voca ons based on data from the
Va can’s annual handbook of Church sta s cs.
The highest number of ordina ons to the diocesan
priesthood in the global Church since 1970, when the
Va can first started compiling Church sta s cs, came in the decade between 2000 and 2010, when the Church
ordained around 6,800 men annually as diocesan priests.
While at first glance the trend of ordina ons seems to be
decreasing since the beginning of the new millennium (see
Figure 1), examining the data broken down by region paints a
diﬀerent picture.
As shown in Figure 2, while ordina ons in North America and
Europe have been declining, ordina ons in Africa have been
increasing. In 1970, Europe accounted for 55 per cent of all the
Church’s ordina ons to the diocesan priesthood. By 2019, the
Figure 1: Total ordina ons of Catholic diocesan priests
number of men ordained in Europe had nearly halved. At this
me, Europeans made up only 23 per cent of all ordina ons, whereas Africans made up 28 per cent. The number of
diocesan priests ordained in North America dropped 50 per cent between 1970 and 2000, but has since levelled
oﬀ. In Central and South America, as well as in Asia, the number of diocesan priestly ordina ons increased
drama cally from 1970 to 2010, but has since declined.
To understand the impact of voca ons on the total number
of diocesan Catholic priests, it is necessary to view the
number of ordina ons against the number of priests who
die or are laicized (see Figure 3).
In the 1970s and 1980s the net change in priests was
nega ve, because of large numbers of priests seeking
laiciza on in the 1970s, and a drama c decrease in the
number of ordina ons in Europe and North America in the
Figure 2: Total ordina ons of Catholic diocesan priests displayed
years following Va can II.
In the 1990s and 2000s, the net change in the number of priests was posi ve, as the number of laiciza ons declined
and the number of ordina ons in Africa and Asia increased.
However, in the last few years the net change in the
number of priests has remained neutral because of a
slowdown in diocesan priestly ordina ons in the developing
world, and the death of priests ordained in the 1960s and
early 1970s.

Figure 3: Net change in Catholic priests

To read more of this analysis of global voca ons, the
original
ar cle
can
be
found
at
h ps://
www.pillarcatholic.com/p/is‐there‐a‐global‐voca ons‐
crisis?s=r
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Staff News
Congratula ons to Marilyn Chee!
Marilyn Chee, research assistant
at the NCPR, gave birth to a baby
girl, named Kiara, in August 2022.
Our team is thrilled for her, and
will miss her while she takes
maternity leave. Trudy Dan s and
Stephen Reid were able to join her
and her partner, Paul, for a visit
recently.
Marilyn joined the NCPR as a
casual research assistant in 2013,
before progressing to a maximum‐
term role at the oﬃce in 2020. She
has been involved in a number of
projects including the crea on of Above (L‐R): Trudy Dan s, Marilyn Chee holding baby Kiara, Marilyn’s partner Paul, and
Stephen Reid.
social profiles for the Na onal
Catholic Census project in 2011 and 2016, and analysis and repor ng of the Na onal Count of A endance project
over the same period.
Marilyn says she feels it has been a privilege for her to be part of the amazing research team at NCPR which has just
celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2021. She looks forward to reengaging with the oﬃce in 2023.

Do you enjoy this newsle er? Do you know someone who would benefit from receiving a copy?
CLICK on the link below to catch up on previous issues or to subscribe
to ensure that you get all the pastoral research news straight to your inbox.
h ps://ncpr.catholic.org.au/pro‐newsle er/

NCPR Staff
Trudy Dantis
Director
trudy.dantis@catholic.org.au
(02) 6201 9812

Leith Dudϐield
Research Assistant
leith.dudϐield@catholic.org.au
(02) 6201 9813

Melbourne Of ice:
90 Albion Road
Box Hill VIC 3128

Stephen Reid
Senior Researcher
stephen.reid@catholic.org.au
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For more information please contact:
National Centre for Pastoral Research
Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference,
GPO Box 368 Canberra ACT 2601
P: (02) 6201 9812
E: ncpr@catholic.org.au
W: www.ncpr.catholic.org.au

